MAYO (TNISHBOFIN AND 1NISHARK). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 35 July 1873 \—for t 



COPY “ of the Official Correspondence with the Irish Government 
relative to the proposed Temporary Re-transfer of the Islands of Inish- 
bofin and InisharJc to the County of Mayo." 



Irish Office, 

18 July 1873. 



— No. L — 

Major the Honourable W. Le Poer Trench, m.p., to the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland. 

Transfer of Islands of Bofin and Shark. 

My Lord, House of Commons, 6 June 1873. 

I have the honour to bring to your notice an injustice, which, unless met 
by the issue of a Supplemental Order in Council, appears likely to be inflicted 
upon the barony of Ballynahinch, county Galway, in consequence of the transfer 
of the Inishbofin and inishark Group of Islands from the county Mayo to 
the county Galway. 

It -may be in your recollection that, for the convenience of the inhabitants 
of those islands, the transfer took place last February, in pursuance of an Order 
by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in Council, dated the 3rd January 1873, 
and under the authority of the Acts 34 & 35 Viet. c. 106, and 35 & 36 Viet, 
c. 48, from which 1 append extracts, under which such a Supplemental Order as 
that asked for can. I submit, be issued. 

Shortly after the transfer, on the 5th of last March, the attention of the 
Grand Jury of the county of Galway was called b . Mr. Burke, the Under 
Secretary, to the disgraceful state of the roads in the said islands, and he sug- 
gested that immediate steps should be taken for putting them in order. Orders 
were in consequence issued to the county surveyor to take the requisite steps. 

Among other facts quoted by the Under Secretary was the following. He 
says, “ It is stated that the good roads that were once on the islands are going 
into utter decay, not a shilling having been spent on them for years, although 
the people are paying taxes annually for the repair.” The account he gave of 
the landing places also was lamentable. 

As the figures quoted in the Under Secretary’s letter were not strictly official, 
I, in anticipation of an application such as the present, moved for Returns, 
/ • which, with your concurrence, were ordered before Easter, hut which have 
only recently been furnished. 

From these Returns it appears that since the year 1859 the sum of 
727 1. 11 s. 10 d. has been levied from off these islands as Grand Jury Cess. The 
Treasurer of the county Mayo says that he is unable to state what sums have 
been expended on them, but from the correspondence which accompanied the 
Return, it would appear that only 50 /. has been expended on the islands 
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during that period (that expenditure taking place in 1864), and that, although 
a presentment for 200 l. was passed at the Murrick Road Sessions some years 
ago for works required, that money was never expended. 

The consequence of this is that the roads and landing places require re-con- 
struction almost de now. 

Our county surveyor brought his report on the matter before the magistrates 
and cesspayers assembled at the. Presentment Sessions at Clifden on the loth 
ultimo, and presented his estimate for the re-construction of roads in Inish- 
bofin. 

On that occasion the enclosed Resolution (marked A.) was passed. 

I now have the honour to forward the report of the county surveyor, illus- 
trated by a map (marked B.), and I venture to submit that the desire of the 
cesspayers of the barony of Ballynahinch is reasonable, and I would further 
submit that the expense necessary to place the landing places and other county 
works iu a reasonable state of repair, might, with justice, under a Supplemental 
Order, be imposed upon the county to which these islands lately belonged. 

Trusting that you will be able to give early attention to this application, so 
that the works so necessary for the comfort and accommodation of the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants of these islands may be proceeded with. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IV. Le Poer Trench, 

The Marquis of Hartington, M .P., Member for the County of Galway. 

Chief Secretary for Ireland, 

&c. &c. &c. 

N.B . — The following are the extracts from the Acts referred to in the early 
part of my letter : — 

Section 5 of 35 & 36 Viet. c. 48 provides, that “ the said Lord Lieutenant in 
Council shall and may by such Order, &c., or by any other Order, define and 
determine the purposes to which such union and annexation shall extend, and 
fix and declare the period from which the same shall take effect, and settle and 
adjust all matters and things proper or necessary to be settled or adjusted in 
consequence of such union and annexation.” Section 3 of 34 & 35 Viet. c. 106 
provides, that “it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant in Council from time 
to time, as occasion may require, to make any Supplemental Order or Orders for 
removing such doubts or settling such disputes as may arise in consequence 
of the changes effected by virtue of the provisions hereinbefore contained * * 

and every such Supplemental Order shall have the same force and effect as if it 
had formed part of the original Order made under the provisions of the Act.” 



Enclosures in No. 1. 



(A.) 

Presentment Sessions for Barony of Ballynahinch, held at Clifden, on 15 May 1873. 

The county surveyor having reported that the roads in Inishbofin, one of the islands 
which have recently been annexed to this barony, are in a very bad condition, and are in 
need of repair, which will, according to his estimate, cost a sum of 320 1. to render them 
fit and suitable for the requirements of the land occupiers, and as it appears from the 
inquiry which we have made that the only money expended by the county Mayo in the 
maintenance of these roads during the last 20 years, was a sum of 50 l. in repairing one 
of the roads in 1866, although it is stated that a sum of 50 l. has been annually assessed 
and levied off the island for county purposes ; 



Resolved , That our county Members be requested to bring under the consideration of the 
Irish Government the hardship that would result in making this barony now liable for the 
repairs of those roads so long neglected before the annexation of the islands to this 
county, and that they will take such steps as may be necessary to render the county 
Mayo liable for the cost of such works as should have been executed when they were 
annexed to that county. 

Approved, 

(signed) Francis J. Graham, Chairman. 

Mr. Roberts is requested to forward copies of this resolution to the county Members. 

F.J.G . 
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(B.) 

REPORT on the Roads in Inishbofin, one of the Group of Islands recently transferred 
irom the County of Mayo to the County of Galway. 

Inishbofin lies to the north-east of the county Galway, and is six miles from Cle^gan 
Jner, the nearest landing point on the mainland. 

The island is three miles in length and two in breadth ; it has an area of 2.312 statute 
acres, and the tenements valuation is, I believe, about 500 l. per annum. 

u i u e Ai re , t i b b( ? a *; harbours which are used by the inhabitants, one on the north side 
called North Beech, one on the west side of the island, and « Bofin Harbour ” in the 
south. 

The roads are 5 J miles in length. Of these, that portion marked A. B. on the accom- 
panying Map (about half a mile in length), was, I understand, formed during the famine 
m 1846 and 1847, but then left in an unfinished state. The road B. C. D. E., 24 miles in 
length, is the most important on the island ; it connects Bofin Harbour, the chapel, school- 
house, and burial ground with the principal villages. I am informed this road was 
repaired by the county of Mayo in 1866, at an expense of 50 1; but it is stated that 
notmng has been done since to maintain it, and it is consequently now in very bad con- 
dition, the surface either torn up by floods, or worn into deep ruts, and in some places cut 
away by the encroachment, of the sea to an extent that renders it unsafe for traffic. 

Ine other roads, I am informed, .were made at different periods by the proprietor of 
the island, ana have never been repaired or maintained by county presentment. 

. I am of opinion that to meet the reasonable requirements of the inhabitants on this 
island, the road A. B. C. D. E. should be repaired, and those portions which have been 
injured by the encroachments of the sea made good, either by the erection of substantial 
breastwalls, or. by diverting the road, and I estimate the cost of the work at 320 /. 

If tins road is put into proper repair, I am of opinion a sum of 25 l. per annum will be 
sufficient to maintain it, and. considering the valuation of the island and the amount of 
county cess leviable on it, it is reasonable that at least that sum should be expended in 
the maintenance of the thoroughfares. 

. , , (signed) Samuel Roberts, 

Galway, 14 May 1873. County Surveyor. 



— No. 2. — 

The Chief Secretary for Ireland to Major the Honourable 
W. Le Poer Trench, m.p. 

Sir > 20 June 1843. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant on the 
subject of the transfer of the islands of Inishark and Inishbofin from the 
county of Mayo to the county of Galway. 

. In reply, I have to inform you that the proper course to be taken under the 
circumstances stated in your letter is, that the Grand Jury of the county of 
Galway should present a petition to the Lord Lieutenant in Council for such 
Supplemental Order as they maybe advised to ask for. The question whether 
the grievance complained of can now be redressed by such Supplemental Order 
will then be considered by the Privy Council. 

W ith reference to the Resolution passed at the Presentment Sessions for the 
barony of Ballynahinch, which you enclosed, I have to request that you will 
kindly inform me whether any presentment was made at those sessions for the 
repair of the roads in Inishbofin. 

I am, &c. 

/A Major the Hon. W. Le Poer Trench, m.p. (signed) Hartington. 
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— No. 3.— 



Major the Honourable W. Le Poer Trench, m.p., to the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland. 

My Lord, 32, Hyde Park Gardens, 25 June 18/3. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
20th instant, and to inform you that having made reference to our county 
surveyor (who, I understand, was at Clifden during the Presentment Sessions 
for the barony of Ballynahinch held at that place), I have received the following 
answer from that gentleman by telegraph. 

“No presentment was passed at the Ballynahinch Sessions for any work in 
Inishbofin Islands ; magistrates declined considering application until liability 
of county Mayo was settled.” 

With regard to the course which you say should be taken, I would submit 
that as you are now in full possession of the facts of the case, as the Parlia- 
mentary Return fully bears out, the almost incredible statements in the repre- 
sentation to His Excellency quoted by the Under Secretary in his communica- 
tion of the 5th March to the Secretary of the Grand Jury of the county of 
Galway, and as the magistrates and cesspayers of the barony of Ballynahinch 
have remonstrated against having this heavy charge imposed upon them, the 
initiative might be taken by the Dublin Castle Authorities, and if the Supple- 
mental Order previously suggested can not be issued, the whole difficulty might 
be got over without any trouble by the transfer of the islands to the county of 
Mayo, cr by the cancelling of the previous Order in Council. 

This latter course would, I fancy, be the simplest and probably the most 
satisfactory to the county Mayo. 

As soon as the roads, landing places, and other county works have been 
placed in a creditable and reasonable state of repair, the Order in Council for 
the permanent transfer of these islands to the county of Galway might be 
re-issued, but I venture to submit that there are ample grounds for the immediate 
cancelling of the Order in Council of the 3rd of January 1873. 

I have, &c. 

To the Marquis of Hartington, m.p., (signed) W. Le Poer Trench. 

Chief Secretary for Ireland. 



— No. 4. 



The Chief Secretary for Ireland to Major the Honourable 
W. Le Poer Trench, m.p. 

Sir, 10 July 1873. 

1 am directed by the Lords Justices to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 25th ultimo, and to state that there docs not appear to their Excellencies 
to be any ground on which the Order in Council, transferring Inishbofin and 
the neighbouring islands to the county of Galway, can or ought to be 
rescinded. 

That transfer was made in consequence of repeated representations from the 
Grand Jury of the county of Mayo, and the Board of Superintendence of 
Castlebar Gaol, of the extreme inconvenience arising from these islands being 
included in the county of Mayo, the distance from Inishbofin to Westport, to 
nearest harbour in Mayo practically available, being 30 geographical miles, and 
the distance, of the petty sessions at Louisburgb, and the quarter sessions 
at Castlebar, being such as almost to involve a denial of justice' to the 
slanders. 

In one of the resolutions of the Grand Jury, it was stated that it was quite 
impossible for the county surveyor of Mayo to inspect the roads in Inishbofin 
in the short time allowed by law between the lodgment of applications and the 
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commencement of special sessions, the effect of which was, that while the 
people naid their cess, they never had their roads repaired. 

The Grand Jury of the county of Galway, at Summer Assizes 1870, also re- 
commended that the transfer should be made. 

The inconvenience, in regard to the administration of justice, of the connection 
of these islands with the county of Mayo, was so great that their Excellencies 
consider the proposition of their re-transfer to that countv, even temporarily 
to be quite inadmissible ; hut their Excellencies have directed that a case shall 
be submitted to the Law Officers of the Crown for the purpose of obtaining 
their opinion as to whether by a Supplemental Order in Council, the Order of 
the 28th of January last, can be so modified as to effect the re-transl'er of these 
islands to Mayo for fiscal purposes onty. 

I am, &c. 

,, • .1 „ T-»r i -r» m (signed) Hartinqton. 

Major the Hon. W. Le Poer Trench, ar.p. 
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